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 CITY SCOOP     June 2021 

The City of Vienna is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and a Drug Free Workplace. 

 

 2021 Graduates Honored with Parade  

Graduating Seniors from Dooly County High School and Fullington Academy 

were honored with a parade on Thursday, May 20, while friends and family 

members lined the streets to greet and congratulate them as they rode by. As they 

rode by, various organizations, businesses, and the City of Vienna handed each 

Senior a gift bag as a memento of this very special occasion.  
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Historic Preservation Month Celebrated  

with Local Recognitions 
 

During the month of May, the Vienna Historic Preservation Commission (VHPC) celebrated 

National Preservation Month.  Historic preservation involves remembering events, people, places, 

and objects that are significant to our local history.  It is important because it connects us to our 

culture and protects the City’s history for future generations. 

Since the primary use of land in Dooly County is agricultural, some farmers and landowners 

discover they have historic cemeteries on their property.  In many cases, the cemeteries have been 

forgotten; however, these off-the-beaten-path burial grounds hold a lot of history and are certainly 

worth preserving. 

VHPC presented Certificates of Appreciation to two Dooly County farmers and a large 

landowner – Ronney Ledford Farms, Warbington Farms, and landowner Hardy Gregory.  These 

property owners have taken extra measures to ensure protection and the preservation of historic 

cemeteries located on their properties.  

 VHPC also sent a Letter of Congratulations to Vienna Bethel Baptist Church who celebrated 

their 157th Anniversary in May.  Bethel was established in 1864 and was a brush arbor church with 

pews made from logs rolled together.  Bethel was built on land owned by P. G. McDonald. In 1916 

the church was rebuilt, this time a brick building that has been beautifully preserved and is still used 

today.  (See picture next page). 
 

 

 

Warbington Farms 

Above:  Vienna Historic Preservation Commission members Janet Joiner, Stan Tydings, Gloria 

Alexander present Certificate of Appreciation to Phillip Warren on behalf of land owner, Hardy 

Gregory, at the Outlaw Cemetery. 
 

 

Ronney Ledford Farms 



 

  
                      

 Please call  

                  229-268-2045 

                            or 

                 229-268-4920 

to set up appointments for large group 

tours or to visit on days not listed above. 

Cotton Museum Reopening 
 

1321 E. Union Street, Vienna, GA 

I-75 Exit 109 

 

After a 15 month closure due to the COVID-

19 pandemic, the Georgia State Cotton 

Museum will reopen effective June 2.  The 

Museum Host, Earl Collier, will also return. 

 

Hours: 

Wednesday-Friday,10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Historic Bethel Baptist Church 

110 East Pine Street 

Vienna, GA 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Bobby West 

 

“There may have been a time when preservation was about saving an old building 

here and there, but those days are gone. Preservation is in the business of saving 

communities and the values they embody.”  

Richard Moe is the former president of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. During the 

Carter administration, he served as Vice President Walter Mondale’s chief of staff and as senior 

advisor to President Carter. He is the author of The Last Full Measure: The Life and Death of the 

First Minnesota Volunteers and Roosevelt’s Second Act: The Election of 1940 and the Politics of 

War. 



  

 

Dooly County High School Canning Plant 
Highway 27 – Hawkinsville Road 

   Hours: 

   June 2 - July 2        Shelling 

   Monday and Thursday - Noon to 8:00 p.m.    Blanching 

   Tuesday and Wednesday- 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.    Canning- Includes Can & Lid 

   Friday and Saturday by Appointment                               Customer provides jar, lid, & ring 

 

CLOSED when both Agriculture Teachers are not available. 

 

Please visit the high school website for pricing:  www.dooly.k12.ga.us/o/dchs 

 

For More Information Contact Mr. Roger Teeple at 828-391-0537 or 

Dr. David West at 229-947-0370 
                                                                                                                                              

           

 

 

 

 

Explore Georgia Launches Marketing Campaign 
and Travel Guide to Support Tourism Recovery 

Ready. Set. Georgia. 
 
Explore Georgia, the state tourism office within the Georgia Department of Economic 
Development, recently announced a new marketing campaign, “Ready. Set. 
Georgia.” to increase tourism recovery in the state.  The campaign will highlight a 
mix of destinations throughout the state, pairing iconic imagery with active calls to 
travelers to get out and explore. 
 

A free travel guide will be available online at ExploreGeorgia.org, by calling 1-800-VISIT 

GA, or at any of the state’s nine visitor information centers. 

 

Tourism in Georgia is a $68.96 billion industry that supports more than 484,000 jobs.  
The 2019 (pre-pandemic) tourism economic impact for Dooly County was $11.75 
million supporting 82 jobs.  Based on these figures, each Dooly County household 
would need to be taxed an additional $166 per year to replace taxes generated by 
tourism economic activity. 
 

  

http://www.dooly.k12.ga.us/o/dchs


  
! ATTENTION RENTERS! 

Georgia renters who have fallen behind on rent payments due to the COVID-19 pandemic 

may qualify for assistance. The Georgia Rental Assistance Program provided by the Georgia 

Department of Community Affairs (DCA) can provide up to 15 months of rental assistance 

AND utility assistance, paid directly to landlords and service providers on behalf of tenants.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Jack’s Old South Wins World 

Championship Again 
 

Once again, Dooly County’s Myron 

Mixon and the Jack’s Old South Team have won 

an Historic FIFTH Memphis in May World 

Championship.  In addition to being a five-time 

world barbecue champion Mixon has won over 

200 Grand Championships to include 30 State 

and 11 National Championships, plus 8 Team of 

the Year awards.  

In 2013, he was inducted into the 

Barbecue Hall Fame in Kansas City. Myron 

continues to safely hold the title of “The 

Winningest Man in BBQ”!  
 

 Face Masks Pollution 
  

With more people going maskless these days, there are approximately 3 million masks 
being tossed each minute. Who hasn’t seen one of those nasty, germy things lying in a 
grocery store parking lot?  YUK!  They are being found everywhere including streets, 
sidewalks, parks, rivers, beaches, and oceans.  This is creating unwanted impact on our 
environment. 
 

Face masks, gloves, and wipes are made from multiple plastic fibers, primarily 
polypropylene, that will remain in the environment for decades, possibly centuries, 
fragmenting into smaller and smaller microplastics and nanoplastics. A single face 
mask can release as many as 173,000 microfibers per day into the seas, according to a 
study in Environmental Advances. 
 

 
 
 

W H A T  Y O U  C A N  D O  
* Don’t be a litterbug! 
* Wear washable cloth masks when possible. 
* Pack used PPE into a plastic bag, seal it well, and put it out with regular trash. 
* These items are non-recyclable.  Do NOT put in a Recycle Bin! 
 
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666765721000132
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June 14, 2021 

Vienna City Council, 6:00 p.m. 

Vienna City Hall 

 

June 20, 2021 

Father’s Day 

 

June 28, 2021 

Vienna City Council, 6:00 p.m. 

Vienna City Hall 

 

July 4, 2021 

Independence Day 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fruits of Vienna B&B 

Your perfect destination to relaxation 

509 North 3rd Street Vienna, GA 31092 

229-947-3401 
 

June Events 
 

Italian Dinner 

Tuesday, June 8, 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, June 24, 6:00 p.m. 

High Tea 

Saturday, June 12, 12:30 p.m. 

Saturday, June 26, 12:30 p.m. 

 

June 1-15 you can order specials (quiches, appetizers, 

etc.) for Father’s Day.  Pick up on Saturday morning 

June 19.  

 

Call for reservations to all events and/or for additional 

information. 

 

                      

                
            

                    100+ Mile             BIG PIG JIG 

         Peanut Pickin’ Yard Sale              November 5–6, 2021                       

2nd Saturday in October                                                          For additional information 

October 9, 2021               call:  229-268-8275                                                                                                                                                                                                      

8:00 – 4:00 p.m.        Email: rhonda@bigpigjig.com 

      Rain or Shine        
                              

 

 

 

 



 

   “I threw a rock into the air, tossed with very little care. It hit a limb 

I did not see, conked my wife who then conked me.” 
If you think that’s bad poetry, you should have seen the original version. The first draft 

was written when I awoke during the night with an idea for a column. Some of my best ideas 

come when I should be sleeping. Some of my worst ideas come then also. It’s too early to 

know which category this column may end up in, but it struck me that when a man hits his 

wife in the head with a rock, their story should be told.  

It was a nice afternoon in early March. The weather was still cool enough that snakes 

were mostly dormant, or at least sluggish enough they’d be slow to strike. Jane and I went to 

our favorite woods to take a walk by a spring-fed stream, planning to clip some unwanted 

nandinas and palmettos which keep spreading.  

Jane was leaning over while using a pair of hand clippers at ground level. I had a battery-

operated hedge trimmer for vines, briars, and such. There were a few scattered rocks in the 

area, none of them large, which I decided to toss toward a pile about ten feet beyond my wife. 

Two perfectly arched pitches sailed well above her head and landed exactly where they were 

supposed to. The third, however, didn’t cooperate. It ricocheted off a limb I hadn’t noticed and 

hit her on the head hard enough to bring tears. I think she cried too. 

She didn’t really conk me back. She didn’t even pout, go rest in the truck, or agree for 

me to take her home. We had just begun an afternoon of something we enjoy, and Jane was 

determined to stay. Her head hurt badly enough it would have stopped me from working, but 

she kept clipping as I kept apologizing. It’s an awful feeling when your carelessness leads to 

someone getting hurt. If it’s someone you love, it feels even worse. 

The pain of Jane’s headache was slightly relieved by the opportunity to rib me a bit, 

reminding me then and several times since of the knot I put on her head. For over a week I was 

on my best behavior and did a commendable job of catching up on long-delayed projects 

around our home. Then the lump disappeared along with her headache and life returned to 

normal. It was a good day on Coley Crossing. 

No lasting harm was done, so things worked out okay. But our misadventure poignantly 

reminded me of how quickly accidents can happen, of how tempting it is to throw stones 

without giving much thought to where they may land. 

There have been other careless things I’ve done, and I may not be finished yet. But what 

I’m guilty of more often is recklessly tossing words around. Whether said with intention, such 

as an angry retort, or purely by accident, like a shot of humor that misses the mark, the pain is 

still real and leaves scars which are slow to heal. Rocks made of words leave wounds in the 

heart. Internal injuries are sometimes the most challenging to repair. So, I added more verses 

to the poem, hoping it will remind me to be more cautious when casting stones of any kind. 

“It’s best to look before we throw, to see which way our stones may go. When rocks are 

thrown into the air, they never fail to land somewhere.  The same is true of what we say, words 

can make or ruin a day. Before we speak it’s wise to ask, what if these words are my last?” 
 

 

 

Joiner’s Corner 
Throwing Rocks 

by Neil Joiner 



 

COLORING PAGE 
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June Birthdays 

 

Sammy Felton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  June 1 

Michelle Lawson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  June 8 

Shondra Zanders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 20 

Lee Ann Daabes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  June 24 

Magali Cordova . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  June 30 

 

                                                            203 West Cotton Street 

               Post Office Box 436 

                                                            Vienna, Georgia 31092 

                                  (229)268-4744 Telephone                      

                  (229) 268-6172 Fax 

 

Elected Officials 
 

Eddie Daniels, Mayor 
eddie.daniels@cityofvienna.org 

Cell Phone #: (229) 938-1988 

Randall Almond, Mayor Pro Tem   
randall.almond@cityofvienna.org 

Walter Brown, Council Member - walter.brown@cityofvienna.org  

Albert King, Council Member -  albert.king@cityofvienna.org 

John Mathis, Council Member   - john.mathis@cityofvienna.org 
 

City Administration 
Michael Bowens, City Administrator 

Michael.bowens@cityofvienna.org 

Margaret Shelley, City Clerk 
Margaret.shelley@cityofvienna.org 

Michelle Lawson, Accounting Clerk 
Michelle.lawson@cityofvienna.org 

Shondra Zanders, Utility Billing Clerk 
Shondra.zanders@cityofvienna.org 

Magali Cordova, Cashier 
Magali.cordova@cityofvienna.org 

 

Community Development Department 
Janet P. Joiner, Community Development Director 

Janet.joiner@cityofvienna.org     Phone: (229) 268-4920 

Velvet S. Layfield, Code Enforcement Officer 
covanimalcontrol@cityofvienna.org       Phone: (229) 805-3652 

 

Public Works Department 
Phone: (229) 268-4429 Office -- (229) 322-5250 After Hours 

Nathan Jordan, Superintendent 
Nathan.jordan@cityofvienna.org 

Jeffrey Priest, Assistant Superintendent 
Vienna.gas@cityofvienna.org 

 

Vienna Police Department 
Phone: (229) 268-7033    In case of an Emergency, please call 911 

Cozie Ray, Police Chief 

Jeri Williams, Admin Assistant/Municipal Court Clerk 
Vienna.police@cityofviennapd.org 

Michelle Lawson, Municipal Court Deputy Clerk 
Michelle.lawson@cityofvienna.org 

Velvet S. Layfield, Animal Control Officer 
covanimalcontrol@gmail.com 

 

Vienna Volunteer Fire Department 
In case of fire, please call 911. 

Michael Causey, Fire Chief 

 Phillip Warren, Assistant Fire Chief 
Viennafire1902@gmail.com 

 

 

The City of Vienna 
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 The Vienna City Scoop is published monthly for the City of Vienna by Vienna Main Street, Inc. If you have articles, photos, or 
announcements that you would like to have published, please call the Vienna Main Street office, (229) 268-4920, drop off your items 
at city hall or mail them to Vienna Main Street, 107 W. Cotton Street #436, Vienna, Georgia 31092. All items should be turned in no 
later than the end of the third week of the month for the following month’s publication. 

 

Vienna Main Street, Inc. 

P. O. Box 436 

107 West Cotton Street   

 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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